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must begin to dress for the evening in order to be
on call from six o'clock. To get my hair fixed,,
which is at least every other day and once a day for
re-touching, I must rise earlier. Sometimes I
oversleep because I don't go to bed until two
o'clock in the morning. Then the wig is a sa-
viour. Most of us have had one in reserve for
the last few years. They are too heavy to be
really comfortable, and anyway it isn't traditional-"
Tsuruko also revealed that she goes to four
or five parries during the course of an evening.
Girls not so popular average about two or three.
Out of the income which comes from such popu-
larity she must spend at least 150 yen on clothes
and accessories every month. A single kimono
costs her around 200 yen while an obi costs about
the same. Her many lessons also take a sizable
sum.
"You see you have to dress well or your
clients won't come again/' explained Tsuruko who
loves to perform for her patrons but sometimes
finds them very silly in conversation,
<cYou have to be a natural coquette to con-
verse well with everybody and enjoy it. More-
over you must make the men think they are clever
no matter how dull "they are/* she said as she
went on to explain the ins and oats of gmba con-